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COMMUNIQUÉ

MTSS and the Keys to Success
By James E. Los

Foundations of MTSS Success: From Research to Practice
The Blueprint III (Ysseldyke et al., 2006) and Model for Comprehensive and Integrated School Psychological Services (National 
Association of School Psychologists, 2010) call school psychologists to act as leaders in the provision of (a) academic instructional 
supports and interventions and (b) social, emotional, and behavioral prevention and intervention services using multitiered 
systems of support (MTSS). MTSS is conceptualized as a general framework for delivering academic and behavioral supports 
through two multitiered approaches: response to intervention (RTI; see Jimerson, Burns, & VanDerHeyden, 2016) and positive 
behavior supports (PBS; see Sailor, Dunlap, Sugai, & Horne.3(, D)-6	Identifying and selecting prevention and intervention programs and strategies
4.	 Intervention fidelity
5.	 Identifying, selecting, translating, and evaluating evidence-based practices
6.	 Professional development

These foundations of MTSS reflect best practices in the field, and yet the gap between research on effective practices and the 
actual implementation of systems-level change in the schools remains an important issue (Fixsen, Naoom, Blase, Friedman, & 
Wallace, 2005). This handout is intended to serve as a concise—yet comprehensive—reference guide that explains these six 



MTSS and the Keys to Success

Communiqué: January 2018, Volume 46, Online Content� 2
&RPPXQLTXp�LV�WKH�QHZVSDSHU�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�6FKRRO�3V\FKRORJLVWV��Ň��ZZZ�QDVSRQOLQH�RUJ��Ň��������������

Ta
bl

e.
 E

ss
en

tia
l C

om
po

ne
nt

s 
of

 M
TS

S
I.

 H
ig

h-
Q

ua
lit

y 
D

i�
er

en
ti

at
ed

 I
ns

tr
uc

ti
on

•	
In

cr
ea

se
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s a

nd
 ti

m
e 

to
 le

ar
n.

•	

https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/nrp/Pages/findings.aspx
https://www.nichd.nih.gov/publications/pubs/nrp/Pages/findings.aspx
https://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/mathpanel/report/final-report.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/mathpanel/report/final-report.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/mathpanel/report/final-report.pdf
http://www.fcrr.org/resources/resources_sca.html
http://www.fcrr.org/resources/resources_sca.html
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/effective-reading-instruction
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/effective-reading-instruction
http:/www.casel.org
https://www.ctclearinghouse.org/
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/reading-cbm
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/reading-cbm
https://dibels.org/dibelsnext.html
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/reading/
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/reading/
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/reading/cbmreading/
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/reading/cbmreading/
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/match-concepts-applications
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/match-concepts-applications
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/match-concepts-applications
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/math-computation
http://www.aimsweb.com/assessments/features/assessments/math-computation
https://dibels.org/dibelsmath.html
https://dibels.uoregon.edu/assessment/math/
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100001482/basc3-behavioral-and-emotional-screening-system--basc-3-bess.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100001482/basc3-behavioral-and-emotional-screening-system--basc-3-bess.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100001482/basc3-behavioral-and-emotional-screening-system--basc-3-bess.html
https://shop.mentalhealthscreening.org/products/brief-screening-for-adolescent-depression-bsad-student-screening-form-100-pack
https://shop.mentalhealthscreening.org/products/brief-screening-for-adolescent-depression-bsad-student-screening-form-100-pack
https://shop.mentalhealthscreening.org/products/brief-screening-for-adolescent-depression-bsad-student-screening-form-100-pack
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-cico
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-cico
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https://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-reading-skills/
https://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-reading-skills/
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/math/cbmmath/
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/math/cbmmath/
https://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-math-skills/
https://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-math-skills/
http://www.michaelfurlong.info/CSCSS/cscss-forms/
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-isis
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-isis
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/behavior/behavior/
http://www.fastbridge.org/assessments/behavior/behavior/
http://www.sdqinfo.com/
https://pacificnwpublish.com/products/SSBD-Online.html
https://pacificnwpublish.com/products/SSBD-Online.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000356/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-performance-screening-guide.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000356/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-performance-screening-guide.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000356/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-performance-screening-guide.html
https://miblsi.org/evaluation/student-assessments/student-risk-screening-scale
https://miblsi.org/evaluation/student-assessments/student-risk-screening-scale
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-swis
https://www.pbisapps.org/Applications/Pages/SWIS-Suite.aspx-swis
http://www.rti4success.org/resources/tools-charts/screening-tools-chart
http://www.rti4success.org/resources/tools-charts/screening-tools-chart
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
http://www.rti4success.org/resources/tools-charts/screening-tools-chart
http://www.rti4success.org/resources/tools-charts/screening-tools-chart
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring
http://www.ci3t.org/screening
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/behavioral-progress-monitoring-tools
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/behavioral-progress-monitoring-tools
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http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.fastbridge.org/2016/06/effective-problem-solving-teams/
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.ccsso.org/Resources/Programs/Surveys_of_Enacted_Curriculum_(SEC).html
http://www.cpted.net/
https://www.friendsresilience.org/
http://www.channing-bete.com/prevention-programs/paths/paths.html
http://www.channing-bete.com/prevention-programs/paths/paths.html
https://www.positiveaction.net/
https://www.nasponline.org/professional-development/prepare-training-curriculum
https://www.nasponline.org/professional-development/prepare-training-curriculum
https://store.samhsa.gov/shin/content//SMA12-4669/SMA12-4669.pdf
https://store.samhsa.gov/shin/content//SMA12-4669/SMA12-4669.pdf
http://www.cfchildren.org/second-step
https://www.researchpress.com/books/702/social-decision-makingsocial-problem-solving-sdmsps
https://www.researchpress.com/books/702/social-decision-makingsocial-problem-solving-sdmsps
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000337/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-classwide-intervention-program-ssis-cip.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000337/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-classwide-intervention-program-ssis-cip.html
http://www.pearsonclinical.com/education/products/100000337/social-skills-improvement-system-ssis-classwide-intervention-program-ssis-cip.html
http://strongkids.uoregon.edu/index.html
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https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ881183
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/fidelity-resources
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/fidelity-resources
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ881183
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
https://www.interventioncentral.org/sites/default/files/RTI_academic_intv_critical_components.pdf
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/fidelity-resources
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/fidelity-resources
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ881183
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/fidelity-resources
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
http://www.rtinetwork.org/getstarted/evaluate/treatment-integrity-protocols
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http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://ebi.missouri.edu/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.promisingpractices.net/
https://www.samhsa.gov/nrepp
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc
http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://ebi.missouri.edu/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.promisingpractices.net/
https://www.samhsa.gov/nrepp
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc
http://www.blueprintsprograms.com/
http://ebi.missouri.edu/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.promisingpractices.net/
https://www.samhsa.gov/nrepp
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc
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https://miblsi.org/training-materials
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
https://miblsi.org/training-materials
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-does-it-take-implement-mtss-finding-professional-development-resources-support
https://www.pbis.org/about-us
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https://www.nasponline.org/assets/Documents/Standards%20and%20Certification/Standards/2_PracticeModel.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/assets/Documents/Standards%20and%20Certification/Standards/2_PracticeModel.pdf

